Immunohistochemical localization of pregnancy-associated plasma protein A in decidua and trophoblast: comparison with human chorionic gonadotrophin and fibrin.
In an immunoperoxidase study, pregnancy-associated placental protein A (PAPP-A) was localized to the cytoplasm of decidual stromal cells, the villous syncytiotrophoblast and on the surface of placental trophoblast. A decidual and a trophoblastic origin is suggested for PAPP-A, and its presence on the surface of the syncytiotrophoblast is interpreted as a possible immunoprotective layer.